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of Clare's wind-swept expanses of rocks, whether on island
or on the mainland ; she is in love with the beauty and the
tender charm of Irish women. But she is estranged from
a race whose marriages are arranged without regard for
anything but convenience, and whose courtships seem to
her singularly bloodless affairs, Among the men whom she
depicts, Hurrish only is entirely likeable, and even he leaves
leadership to the eloquent talkers, and lets them lead into
action which his humanity abhors, though his hereditary
submission to the unwritten law will not allow him to
resist it.
In short, Miss Lawless disliked all that was revolutionary
in the Ireland of her day, and despised much of it. Yet,
when she threw her imagination back into the past, in-
stantly she became a rebel Her volume of poems, With the
Wild Geese, contains several poems, any one of which
would have been more than welcome in The Nation ; for
none of Tlie Nations poets ever put with such fierce
eloquence the cry of those Irish soldiers whose valour could
only prove itself on some alien soil, and whose crowning
glory was the day of Fontenoy, when " Clare's Brigade **
turned the day against England. I quote from one : Ireland
speaks:
She said :   " I never gave them aught.
Not mine the power, if mine the will;
I let them starve, I let them bleed ;
They bled and starved, and loved me stilL
She said:   " I never called them sons,
I almost ceased to breathe their name ;
Then caught it echoing down the wind,
Blown backward from the lips of Fame/*
These things were only known in 1902 : but they had been
written and privately published years earlier, when Stopfbrd